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every thing. First the city consisteth of families, the families most
commonlye be made of kinredes. For the women, when they be
maryed at a lawefnll age, they goo into theire husbandes houses.
But the male children with al the whole male ofspringe continewe
still in their owne family and be governed of the eldest and aun-
cientest father, onles he dote for age: for then the next to him in age,
is placed in his rowme. But to thinkent the prescript number of the
citezens shoulde neither decrease, nor above measure Increase, it is
ordeined that no farnilie which in every citie be vi. thousands in the
whole, besydes them of the contrey, shall at ones have fewer children
of the age of xiiii. yeares or there about then x. or mo then xvi. for
of children under this age no numbre can be prescribed or appointed.
This measure or numbre is easely observed and kept, by putting
them that in fuller families be above the number into families of
smaller increase. But if chaunce be that in the whole citie the stoore
increase above the just number, therewith they fil up the lacke of
other cities. But if so be that the multitude throughout the wfcole
Ilande passe and excede the dewe number, then they chuese out of
every citie certein citezens, and build up a towne under their owne
lawes in the next land where the inhabitauntes have much waste and
unoccupied ground, receaving also of the same countrey people to
them, if they wil joyne and dwel with them.
They thus joyning and dwelling together do easelye agre in one
fassion of living, and that to the great wealth of both the peoples.
For they so bringe the matter about by theire lawes, that the ground
wrhich before was neither good not profitable for the one nor for the
other, is nowe sufficiente and fruteful enoughe for them both. But
if the inhabitauntes of that lande wyl not dwell with them to be
ordered by their lawes, then they dryve them out of those boundes
which they have limited, and apointed out for them selves. And if
they resiste and rebel, then they make warre agaynst them. For they
counte this the most juste cause of warre, when anye people holdethe a
piece of grounde voyde and vacaunt to no good nor profitable use,
keypng other from the use and possession of it, whiche notwith-
standyng by the lawe of nature ought thereof to be nouryshed and
relieved.
If anye chaunce do so muche diminishe the number of any of theire
cities, that it cannot be fylled up agayne, without the diminishynge of
the just numbre of the other cyties (whiche they say chaunced but
twyse synce the beginnyng of the lande throughe a greate pestilente
plage) then they fulfyll and make up the numbre with cytezens
fetched out of theire owne forreyne townes, for they had rather suf-
fer theire forreyne townes to decaye and peryshe, then any cyties of
their owne Ilande to de diminished. But nowe agayne to the con-
versation of the cytezens amonge themselfes. The eldeste (as I